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THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION

I! is T}.HE d'l.":'ﬁII Dfﬂﬂuﬂnﬂ' as Wﬁu FE nf‘n:l&n o OV d:.ﬂ‘ir
dependence upon the overruling power of God; 1o
contess their sme and mransgrassions in humble sorrew,
yet with assused hope that genuine repentance will lead
to imerey and pardon; and to recognize the sublime
muth. announced in the Haly Seriprures and proven by
all history, that those nations are blessed whose Gad is
the Lord.

‘WE know that by his divine law, nations, like individu-
als, are subjectad ro pumishmenrs and ehastitements in
this world, May we nor justly fear thae the awful
calatniry of civil war which now desclazes the land may
be a punishment inflicted upon us for aur presumptious
sing, wo the nesdiul end of our national reformation as a
whole people?

We have been the recipienis of the choicest hounries of heaven, we have been preserved

these many years in peace and prosperiry, we have grown Ir numbers, wealth and power 25 no

othe: paion has ever Erown,

Butwe have forgorten God, 'We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved usin
peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the
decertfulness of cur hearts, thar all thesa blasgings wers produced by some superior wisdom
and virrue of our own. Intoxicsted with unbroken success, we have become too selfsufficient

£ w feel the necessiry of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud 1o pray 1o the God that

i made us,

T+ has seemed 1o me fit and prope: that Cod should be solemnly; reverently, and gratefully
wknowleged, 15 with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. 1do thersfore
imvire my fallow cirizens in every part of the Unired Srares, and alsn thage who are a7 se4 and
those who are sojourning in forsign lands, 1o set apart and obeerve the lagt Thursday of
November as # day of Thanxsgiving and praise ro cur beneficent Father who dwellath in the

heavens _
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